Bankers Institute of Rural Development (BIRD), Lucknow, India is a society established by National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) in 1983 as an apex level institute offering training, research and consultancy services on various aspects of agriculture, rural development and rural finance. In addition we organize national level seminars for discussing contemporary issues for providing input for our trainings and make them more relevant and also to facilitate submission of feedback to policy makers on relevant issues. Accordingly we have decided to organize a national seminar on the captioned subject for following reasons. 
Despite several initiatives, by the Government of India and the State Governments in the form of establishment of Skill Development Corporation of India, ITIs, DICs, establishment of RSETIs, allocation of resources under poverty alleviation programmes for imparting training to build skill among rural youth, etc., desired result in establishing micro enterprises by the trainees or supply of trained manpower to industries have not been achieved. This may be due to the disconnect between training establishments and the user industries. There appear to be a void between the expectation of industries and the training curriculum of training establishments.

In this backdrop, with a view to discuss the problems hampering skill up gradation trainings, identify possible solutions, policy initiatives expected for improving the effectiveness of existing skill development trainings and to identify new areas for skill development, BIRD has decided to organize a one day National Seminar on the above subject on 19 November 2011 and has decided to call for papers from subject experts on the following themes.
(i) Rural Skilling – Problems and Prospects

(ii) Role of RSETIs – common men’s IITM (IIT-IIM)

(iii) Identification of suitable Trades, Designing Suitable Model.

(iv) RSETI - Corporate / Industry Linkage

(v) Policy Changes Required

Papers, not exceeding 5000 words, can be mailed to Dathathree  at datha52@yahoo.co.in or V.D.Bohra, at vishnuduttbohra@rediffmail.combird@sancharnet.in coordinators for the seminar latest by 30th October 2011 or at  or bird@bsnl.in
